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Raymond Carver's "Cathedral" is a powerful and moving short story that
explores themes of isolation, connection, and the nature of reality. This
study guide will help you understand and appreciate the complexities of
Carver's masterpiece, providing in-depth analysis, engaging discussion
questions, and exploration of key themes, characters, and literary devices.

Summary

The story follows an unnamed narrator who is visited by a blind man
named Robert. The narrator is initially hesitant and uncomfortable, but
Robert's patience and kindness gradually break down his defenses. As
they sit together in the narrator's living room, Robert describes a cathedral
he once visited, using vivid and evocative language that brings the image
to life for the narrator. The narrator is profoundly moved by Robert's
description, and he begins to see the world in a new way.
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Themes

Isolation: The narrator is initially isolated from both himself and the
world around him. He is lonely and disconnected, and he struggles to
find meaning in his life. Robert's visit forces him to confront his
isolation and to open up to the possibility of connection.

Connection: The story explores the power of human connection to
overcome isolation and loneliness. Robert's patience and kindness
help the narrator to break down his defenses and to form a genuine
connection with another person.

The Nature of Reality: The story raises questions about the nature of
reality. The narrator's initial perception of the cathedral is very different
from Robert's description. This suggests that reality is not fixed, but
rather is subjective and dependent on our own experiences and
perspectives.

Characters

Narrator: The narrator is an unnamed man who is initially isolated and
disconnected from the world around him. He is struggling to find
meaning in his life, and he is hesitant to open up to others. However,
Robert's visit forces him to confront his isolation and to open up to the
possibility of connection.

Robert: Robert is a blind man who visits the narrator. He is patient and
kind, and he has a deep appreciation for the beauty of the world. His
description of the cathedral helps the narrator to see the world in a
new way.

Literary Devices



Imagery: Carver uses vivid and evocative imagery to bring the
cathedral to life for the narrator. The narrator's initial perception of the
cathedral is very different from Robert's description, which suggests
that reality is not fixed, but rather is subjective and dependent on our
own experiences and perspectives.

Symbolism: The cathedral is a powerful symbol of hope and
redemption. It represents the possibility of connection and
transcendence, and it helps the narrator to see the world in a new way.

Irony: The story is full of irony. The narrator is initially hesitant to open
up to Robert, but Robert's patience and kindness gradually break
down his defenses. The narrator is also surprised by his own reaction
to Robert's description of the cathedral. He had never thought of
himself as a religious person, but Robert's description of the cathedral
moves him deeply.

Discussion Questions

How does the narrator's perception of the world change throughout the
story?

What is the significance of the cathedral in the story?

How does the story explore the themes of isolation, connection, and
the nature of reality?

What are the strengths and weaknesses of the narrator as a
character?

What are the strengths and weaknesses of Robert as a character?



How does the story use imagery, symbolism, and irony to create a
powerful and moving experience for the reader?

Raymond Carver's "Cathedral" is a complex and powerful short story that
explores themes of isolation, connection, and the nature of reality. This
study guide has provided an in-depth analysis of the story, exploring its key
themes, characters, and literary devices. By engaging with the discussion
questions, you can deepen your understanding of the story and appreciate
its many layers of meaning.

We hope that this study guide has been helpful. For more resources on
Raymond Carver and his work, please visit our website.
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