
August Wilson's "Bloom": A Modern Critical
Examination
August Wilson's "Bloom" is a powerful and moving play that explores the
complexities of race, identity, and the American dream. First produced in
2000, "Bloom" is set in the 1960s and follows the story of a young African
American woman named Brenda as she struggles to find her place in a
rapidly changing world. Wilson's lyrical language and rich characters make
"Bloom" a must-read for anyone interested in American drama.

Plot Summary

Brenda is a young African American woman living in the Hill District of
Pittsburgh in the 1960s. She is a bright and ambitious woman, but she is
also struggling to overcome the racism and sexism that she faces on a
daily basis. Brenda dreams of becoming a doctor, but she is unsure if she
has the strength to pursue her dream in the face of such adversity.
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One day, Brenda meets a white man named Rodger. Rodger is a kind and
compassionate man, and he encourages Brenda to pursue her dreams.
Brenda and Rodger fall in love, and they have a child together. However,
their relationship is tested by the racism of the time. Brenda and Rodger
are forced to live in a segregated neighborhood, and they are constantly
harassed by the police.

Despite the challenges she faces, Brenda never gives up on her dream of
becoming a doctor. She eventually graduates from medical school and
becomes a successful physician. However, Brenda's success does not
come without a price. She is forced to leave her family and her community
behind, and she must constantly deal with the racism and sexism that she
encounters as a black woman in a white-dominated world.

Themes

"Bloom" is a play about many things, including race, identity, and the
American dream. However, the play's central theme is the power of
resilience. Brenda is a strong and determined woman who never gives up
on her dreams, even in the face of adversity. She is an inspiration to us all,
and her story reminds us that anything is possible if we have the courage to
follow our dreams.

Critical Reception

"Bloom" has received critical acclaim since its premiere in 2000. The play
has been praised for its powerful storytelling, its rich characters, and its
lyrical language. "Bloom" has won numerous awards, including the Pulitzer
Prize for Drama in 2001.



August Wilson's "Bloom" is a must-read for anyone interested in American
drama. The play is a powerful and moving exploration of race, identity, and
the American dream. Brenda's story is an inspiration to us all, and it
reminds us that anything is possible if we have the courage to follow our
dreams.
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